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PURPOSE  OP  THE  STUDY 


This  study  was  undertaken  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  informa- 
tion which  might  be  helpful  to  the  cooperative  extension  service  in  out- 
lining an  extension  program  to  "better  meet  the  needs  of  unmarried  rural 
young  people  16-25  years  of  age.   Connecticut  extension  workers  in  keep- 
ing with  those  of  other  States  have  for  some  time  realized  that,  while 
"boys'  and  girls'  U-H  club  work  does  include  in  its  membership  substantial 
numbers  of  boys  and  girls  l6  years  of  age  and  older,  the  great  rank  of  the 
h-E   club  membership  is  under  l6  years  of  age.   No  large  numbers  of  un- 
married young  people  16-25  years  of  age  are  included  in  the  extension 
program  for  adults.   How  the  extension  service  can  better  serve  this  neg- 
lected sector  of  the  rural  population  is  challenging  the  thinking  of  ex- 
tension leaders  everywhere. 

SOURCE  OP  DATA 

The  general  plans  for  the,  study  reported  in  this  circular  were 
developed  at  a  State  conference  of  U-H  club  agents  and.  supervisory  of- 
ficers held  in  June  1933*   The  original  plan  of  having  club  workers  col- 
lect the  information  during  the  summer  and  autumn  of  that  year  was  not 
carried  out  owing  to  the  pressure  of  other  activities.   Arrangements 
were  completed  early  in  193*+  to  employ  a  recent  graduate/I  of  the  College 
to  collect  the  field  data.   Information  was  obtained  by  the  personal 
interview  survey  method  from  2S2  rural  young  people  in  representative 
sections  of  the  State  during  May  and  June  193^-   The  five  townships  in- 
cluded in  the  study  together  with  the  total  number  of.  rural  young  people 
l6-25  years  of  age  and  the  number  of  records  obtained  in  each  are  given 
in  table  1.   In  four  of  the  townships  the  proportion  of  available  young 
people  included  in  the  study  is  quite  satisfactory.   The  smaller  percent- 
age of  available  young  people  interviewed  in  the  other  township  was  not 
due  to  any  conscious  selection  of  young  people  to  interviev;  but  insuf- 
ficient time  to  completely  cover  the  township. 

CHARACTERISTICS  OP  THE  AREAS  SURVEYED 

Prom  the  standpoint  of  soil  and  topography  the  fiye  townships 
included  in  this  study  are'  fairly  typical  of  the  upland-Z—t  areas  of  the 
State,  and  are  representative  of  about  one  half  of  the  farming  area  of 
the  State  (figure  l).   Dairying  is  the  chief  farm  enterprise  supplemented 
by  small  acreages  of  fruit,  potatoes,  and  other  vegetables  grown  for 
cash  crops.   Nearly  every  farm  has  a  flock  of  chickens. 


*~*-   The  records  were  all  obtained  through  personal  interviews  conducted 
by  Mr.  Bertram  Wright,  who  was  employed  by  the  extension  service 
of  the  Connecticut  State  College  for  this  work. 

Ik 

1 —  Upland  areas:   More  than  500  feet  above  sea  level. 


208-36 


3  - 


Table  1  -  Townships  involved  and  the  number  of  records 

obtained  in  each 


Township 

Total  number 
unmarried  young 
people  16-25 
years  of  age 

Number  of 

records 
obtained 

Number  of 
young  people 
not  interviewed 

Andover  

47 
83 

1C1 
79 
86 

396 

XX 
XX 

43 
74 
83 
56 
37 
293 

11 
282 

4 

Columbia  

9 

^eb^on  

18 

Pranklin  

23 

Eastford  

Total  

Incomplete  or  other- 
wise not  tabulat- 
able  

49  v 
103 

Included  in  study  .... 

XX 

About  two-thirds  of  the  population  are  native  born.   Of  the  for- 
eign-born farmers,  about  47  percent  came  from  Russia  and  Poland,  about 
32  percent  from  Germany  and  Austria,  10  percent  from  Ireland  and  Canada, 
and  about  S  percent  from  Italy  and  Prance. 

The  density  of  population  in  1930  varied  from  18  persons  per 
square  mile  in  Eastford  to  31  per  square  mile  in  Franklin  as  shown  in 
table  2. 

Educational  opportunities.-  Most  of  the  high  school  pupils  from 
the  areas  studied  attended  high  school  in  Willimantic,  while  a  few  from 
Pranklin  attended  at  Norwich  and  all  the  Eastford  pupils  attended  at 
Putnam.   Occasionally  a  pupil  attended  high  or  trade  school  in  Manchester. 
The  average  disto.nce  to  these  centers  is  also  shown  in  table  2. 
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Table  2  -  General  information  relating  to  townships  surveyed 


* 


Township 

Population 
1930 

" 

Number 

of  farms 

1930 

Persons 
per  square 

mile 

Percentage  of 
total  popula- 
tion 16  _  25  , 
years  of  age 

Average  num- 
ber of  miles  to 
urban  center 

Willimantic  9 

Andover  . . 

430 

70 

29 

10.5 

Manchester  9 

Columbia'  . 

648 

128 

28 

12.9 

Willimantic  5 
Willimantic  10 

Hebron  . . . 

879 

» 

153 

25 

11.4 

Manchester  14 
Willimantic  10 

Franklin  . 

611 

92 

31 

12.4 

Norwich     5 

Putnam      13 

East ford  . 

529 

93 

18 

15.4 

'Willimantic  17 

Total  :'...'.. 

3097 

536 

XX 

XX 

Average  . . 

619 

107 

25 

12.1 

....>t   'Vocational  agriculture  and  home  economics  are  taught  in  the  high 
schools  of  Willimantic,  Norwich,  and  Putnam.   A  State  Trade  School  lo- 
cated at  Manchester  offers  courses  in  textiles  and  the  building  trades. 
Classes  in  building  trades,  machinery,  and  aircraft  are  .conducted  by  the 
State  Trade  School  in  connection  with  the  high  school  at  Putnam,  and  in 
the  building  trades  at  the  Willimantic  high  school.   Each  of  the  town- 
'ships  surveyed  provides  free  tuition  and  transportation  for  high  school 
pupils,  and  free  transportation  to  the  State  Trade  School  when  no  tuition 
is  charged. 


* 


Vocational  opportunities.-  The  local  vocational  opportunities  are 
largely  related  to  agriculture  and  rural  township  life,  as  the  existing 
local  industries  employ  but  few.   In  four  of  the  five  townships,  estates 
and  a  limited  number  of  summer  inhabitants  provide  some  additional  sea- 
sonal employment.   Many  of  the  migrating  rural  young  people  have  found 
employment  in  the  surrounding  urban  centers. 
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Social  opportunities.-  There  is  an  active  Grange  in  each  of  the 
townships. 

He"bron  has  three  Protestant  churches;  the  other  townships  each 
having  one.   The  Catholics  in  Hebron  attend  church  in  Colchester, 
6  miles  distant;  those  in  Columbia  and  Andover  attend  at  Willimantic  or 
South  Coventry;  those  from  Franklin  attend  at  Baltic  in  the  town  of 
Sprague;  and  Eastford  Catholics  attend  at  Warrenville  in  the  township 
of  Ashford. 

Commercialized  amusements  are  available  during  most  of  the  year 
only  in  the  urban  centers  or  the  outside  church  centers  listed  above. 

AGE  AND  SEX  OE  YOUNG  PEOPLE 

Of  the  282  young  people  included  in  the  study,  170  were  young 
men  and  112  young  women  (table  3).   Approximately  31  percent  of  the 
young  men  were  16-17  years  of  age,  44  percent  18-20  years  of  age,  and 
25  percent  21-25  years  of  age.   In  the  case  of  the  young  women  nearly 
43  percent  were  in  the  youngest  age  grouping,  36  percent  in  the  18-20 
year  group,  and  21  percent  in  the  oldest  age  group. 

FAMILY  SITUATIONS 

The  family  situations  of  both  the  young  women  and  the  young  men 
interviewed  were  essentially  the  same  (table  4).   The  mothers  of  91 
percent  of  the  young  people  were  living,  and  averaged  about  46  years 
old.   The  fathers  of  8^  percent  of  the  young  people  were  living,  and 
averaged  about  5  years  older  than  the  mothers. 

The  occupation  of  the  fathers  of  approximately  two  thirds  of  the 
young  people  interviewed  was  reported  as  farmer.   The  remainder  of  the 
fathers  were  scattered  through  quite  a  range  of  occupations  such  as 
carpenter  (3.4  percent),  blacksmith  (3.0  percent),  mechanic  (2.5  per- 
cent), machinist  (2.1  percent),  millworker  (1.7  percent),  mason  (1.7 
percent),  storekeeper  (1.3  percent),  salesman  (1.3  percent),  and  laborer 
(1.3  percent) . 

The  average  number  of  persons  at  home  (exclusive  of  hired  help) 
in  the  families  represented  by  the  young  people  was  5.8  of  which  number 
2.7  were  under  21  years  of  age.   That  the  person  interviewed  was  employed 
on  the  farm  or  had  a  brother  so  employed  was  reported  by  80  percent  of 
the  young  men  and  by  44  percent  of  the  young  women.   These  percentages 
correspond  very  closely  to  those  reporting  self  or  sister  employed  in 
the  home  -  80  percent  for  the  young  women  and  38  percent  for  the  young 
men.   Hired  help  was  reported  employed  on  the  farm  by  22  percent  of  the 
young  people  and  in  the  home  by  approximately  5  percent. 
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Table  3  -  Age  and  sex  of  young  people  included  in  study 


Years  of  age 

Total 

Young  men 

.... 

Young  women 

Number 

Percentage 

Number 

Percentage 

i 
Number! Percentage 

.  16 
17 

50 
50 

17.7 
17.7 

20  . 
32 

11.8 
18.8 

30 
18 

-  .   26.8 
16.1 

Total  16-17 

100 

35.4 

52 

30.  6 

48 

42.9  • 

18 
19 
20 

44 
43 
28 

15.6 

15.3 

9.9 

21 
33 
21 

12.3 
19.4 
12.4 

23 

10 

■ri 
( 

20.5 
8.9 
6.2 

Total  18-20 

115 

40.8 

75 

44.1 

40 

35.6 

21 
22 
23 
24 
25 

25 

14 
14 

6 

8 

8.9 
5.0 
5.0 
2.1 
2.8  . 

•  16 

8 

9 

2 

.    8 

■   9.4 

4.7 

5.3 

■  •  1.2  ■ 

.  .   4.7 

■9 
6 
5 
.  .   4. 

8.0 
5.4 
4.5 
3.6 

Total  21-25 

67 

23.8 

43 

25.3  ,   24 

21.5 

Grand  total 

282 

100.0 

170 

1CC.0   ;  112 
i 

100.0 
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Taole  4  -  Family  situations  of  rural  young  people 


Item 


Percentage  having  mother  living 

Average  age  of  mother  

Percentage  having  father  living 
Average  age  of  father  


Percentage  reporting  occupation  of  father  as: 

Farmer  

Other  

Average  num"ber  persons  in  family: 

Adults  

Children  

Percentage  reporting  self  or  "brother 

employed  on  farm  


Percentage  reporting  self  or  sister 
employed  in  home  , 


Percentage  reporting  hired  help: 

Farm 

Home  


64.1 

35.9 


80.0 


38.2 


03.8 


45.6 


85.7 


50.5 


69.1 
30.8 


43.8 


80.4 


Total 


90.8 


45.5 


86.2 


50.9 


66.1 
33.9 


2.7 

3.1 


65.6 


55.0 


22.3 
4.6 
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FARM  SITUATIONS 


More  than  nine  tenths  (91.5  percent)  of  the  young  people  studied 
reported  farm  acreage,  the  proportion  being  nearly  the  same  for  "both 
the  young  men  and  the  young  women  (tattle  5).   The  average  size  of  farm 
was  126  acres.   The  extent  of  the  farming  operations  conducted  is  indi- 
cated "by  the  percentage  reporting  various  crops  grown  with  acres  of  each 
and  livestock  kept  with  numbers  of  each.   An  average  of  32  acres  of 
crops  like  corn,  oats,  and  hay  grown  for  livestock  feed  was  reported  by 
78  percent  of  the  young  people.   Cleared  pastures  to  the  extent  of  an 
average  of  33  acres  were  reported  by  67  percent  of  the  young  people. 
Thirty-six  percent  of  the  young  people  reported  an  average  of  4.7  acres 
devoted  to  bearing  orchards.   An  average  of  a  half  acre  of  small  fruit, 
and  an  average  of  slightly  less  than  2  acres  of  vegetables  grown  for 
sale  each  were  reported  by  13  percent  of  the  young  people.   According 
to  76  percent  of  the  young  people  an  average  of  11  cows  and  64  hens  were 
kept . 

Buildings  now  on  the  farms  are  sufficient  to  house  substantial 
increases  in  the  numbers  of  cows  and  hens  being  kept  should  such  in-r 
creases  become  desirable.   Space  for  an  average  of  nearly  18  cows  was 
reported  by  80  percent  of  the  young  people  while  84  percent  reported 
space  to  house  an  average  of  227  hens. 

The  available  land  and  buildings  offer  potential  opportunities 
for  increases  in  volume  of  farm  business  through  increase  in  acreage  of 
intensive  crops  and  in  numbers  of  dairy  cows  and  poultry  kept,  should 
farm  partnership  arrangements  between  young  people  and  their  parents 
seem  desirable. 


TYPES  OF  HOMES 

Seven  eighths  of  the  young  people  interviewed  lived  in  homes 
owned  by  their  parents.   The  percentage  living  in  owned  homes  was  some- 
what higher  for  young  men  than  for  young  women  (table  6).   The  houses 
represented  in  the  study  averaged  nearly  9  rooms  in  size.   Nearly  44 
percent  of  the  young  people  enjoyed  the  convenience  of  running  water  in 
the  home,  29  percent  reported  bathrooms,  46  percent  electric  lights, 
59  percent  telephones,  and  72  percent  radios. 

That  they  did  not  share  a  bedroom  with  another  person  was  re- 
ported by  56  percent  of  the  young  people.   In  the  judgment  of  the 
enumerator,  58  percent  of  the  farmsteads  were  attractive,  40  percent 
were  average,  and  but  1  percent  had  a  neglected  appearance,   ^t  is, 
perhaps j  natural  that  where  young  people  16-25  years  of  age  were  in  the 
family,  the  farmsteads  Y/ould  present  an  appearance  somewhat  above  that 
of  all  the  homes  in  the  community. 
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Table  5  -  Farm  situation  of  rural  young  people 


Crops  grown  or  livestock  kept 


Young 
men 


Young 
women 


Total 


Percentage  reporting  farm  acreage 
Average  number  acres  per  farm 


Feed  crop: 

Percentage  reporting 

Average  number  acres  those  reporting 

Cleared  pastures: 

Percentage  reporting  

Average  number  acres  those  reporting 

Bearing  orchards  :• 

Percentage  reporting  

Average  number  acres  those  reporting 

Small  fruits: 

Percentage  reporting  

Average  number  acres  those  reporting 

Vegetables  for  sale: 

Percentage  reporting  

Average  number  acres  those  reporting 

Potatoes: 

Percentage  reporting 

Average  number  acres  those  reporting 

Cows: 

Percentage  reporting  

Average  number  cows  those  reporting  . 

Laying  hens: 

Percentage  reporting  

Average  number  hens  those  reporting  . 


Building  space  available  for  cows: 
Percentage  reporting  

Average  number  cows  those  reporting 

Building  space  available  for  hens: 
Percentage  reporting  

Average  number  hens  those  reporting 
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125.5 


84.7 
28.6 


74.7 
26.2 


44.1 
4.5 


15.9 
0.5 


17.6 
2.1 


76.5 
0.8 


78.8 

11.0 


77.0 
74.3 


85.9 

16.9 


88.8 
242 . 0 


89.3 


127.7 


67.0 
37.5 


55.4 
48.0 


25.0 
5.1 


8.9 

0.7 


8.0 
1.1 


67.0 
0.9 


70.5 
11.6 


74.1 
47.6 


72.3 
18.9 


77.7 
200.0 


91.5 


126.3 


77.6 
31.6 


67.0 
33.4 


36.5 
4.7 


13.1 
0.5 


13.8 
1.8 


72.7 
0.9 


75.5 
11.2 


75.9 
63.9 


80.5 
17.6 


84.4 
227 . 0 
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Table  6  -  Types  of  homes  in  which  young  people  live 


Type  of  home 


Percentage  living  in  homes 

Owned' 

Rented 

Average  number  of  rooms  in  house 

lived  in 

Percentage  of  homes  equipped  with: 

Punning  water  ' 

Bathroom  ' •. 

Electric  lights  .  .'■ 

Telephone 

Radio ■ 

Percentage  having  own  bedroom  .  .• 

Percentage  of  farmsteads  considered  by 
enumerator  to  be: 

Attractive 

Average 

Neglected  .■ 


Young 

men 


91.6 
8.4 

9.0 


40 . 6  ■ 
30.0 
45-.  9 
59.4 
70.6 

59.4 


59.0 

39.8 

1.2 


Young 
women 


Total 


78.9 
21.1 


8.7 


48.2 
28.6 
47.3 
58.9 
73.2 

50.5 


57 .  4 

41.7 

0.9 


86.6 
13.4 


43.6 
29.4 
46.4 
59.2 
71.6 

55.9 


58.4 

40.5 

1.1 
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EDUCATIONAL  STATUS 

Of  the  young  people  included  in  the  study,  35.5  percent  were 
still  in  school  while  £4.5  percent  were  not  attending  school  at  the 
time  the  data  were  collected.   The  percentage  of  young  women  in  school 
was  much  higher  than  in  the  case  of  the  young  men,  53.6  percent  as  com- 
pared to  23.5  percent  (table  7).   Age,  of  course,  has  a  direct  hearing 
on  school  attendance.   Considering  the  young  men,  52  percent  of  the 
16-17  year  olds,  13  percent  of  the  18-20  year  olds,  and  7  percent  of 
the  21-25  year  olds  were  in  school  attendance.   The  percentages  of  the 
young  women  in  school  for  the  corresponding  age  groups  were  85  percent, 
48  percent,  and  0  percent. 

Of  the  182  young  people  not  in  school  at  the  time  the  data  were 
collected,  42.3  percent  had  not  gone  beyond  the  eighth  grade,  40.1  per- 
cent more  had  had  some  high  school  work,  0.9  percent  had  had  some  train- 
ing as  a  nurse  or  in  trade  or  business  school,  leaving  only  7.1  percent 
who  had  attended  college  or  normal  school. 

The  chief  reason  reported  for  discontinuing  school  attendance 
was  to  engage  in  some  remunerative  occupation.   In  more  than  half  the 
cases,  however,  no  reason  for  leaving  school  was  reported.   Of  the  16- 
17  year  old  young  men  not  in  school,  36  percent  left  to  go  to  work. 
This  was  true  of  35  percent  of  the  18-20  year  olds,  and  42  percent  of 
the  21-25  year  olds  not  in  school.   Of  the  16-17  year  old  young  women 
not  in  school,  attendance,  but  14  percent  discontinued  school  attendance 
to  take  a  job.   This  was  true  of  14  percent  of  the  18-20  year  olds,  and 
17  percent  of.  the  21-25  year  olds  not  in  school.   The  other,  main  reason 
given  by  young  women  for  discontinuing  school  attendance  was  that  they 
got  tired  of  school  or  did  not  like  it. 

With  regard  to  further  schooling,  15  percent  of  all  the  young 
men  and  31  percent  of  the  young  women  whether  in  school  at  the  time  of 
the  interview  or  not  definitely  planned  for  additional  school  attend- 
ance,  nineteen  percent  of  the  young  men  and  29  percent  of  the  young 
women  desired  or  hoped  for  further  educational  training.   In  some  in- 
stances, the  educational  training  desired  or  hoped  for  was  in  addition 
to  that  definitely  planned.   These  percentages  vary,  of  course,  with 
the  different  age  groupings  (table  7). 

Approximately  9  percent  of  the  young  men  reported  taking  about 
1.5  years  of  agriculture  in  high  school.   A  much  higher  percentage  of 
the  young  women,  34  percent,  reported  taking  about  1  year  of  home  eco- 
nomics in  high  school. 
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MOKEY  INCOME 


An  average  money  income  of  $232  during  the  12  months  preceding 
the  collection  of  the  data  was  reported  by  35  percent  of  all  the  young 
people  interviewed  (table  8a).   The  average  money  income  of  the  young 
men  (table  8b)  averaged  $60  per  year  greater  than  that  of  the  young 
women  (table  8c).   A  definite  cash  wage,  averaging  $135  for  work  on  the 
home  farm,  was  reported  by  16  percent  of  the  young  men.   Only  2  percent 
of  the  young  women  reported  wages  received  for  work  at  home. 

In  the  case  of  the  young  women  11  percent  reported  an  average 
allowance  from  parents  of  $87.   Only  7  percent  of  the  young  men  received 
such  an  allowance  which  averaged  $60.   Cash  gifts  from  parents  amounting 
to  $83  wore  reported  by  5C  percent  of  the  young  women.  But  29  percent 
of  the  young  men  reported  such  gifts  which  averaged  $58. 

Work  away  from  home  for  which  they  averaged  to  receive  $250  was 
reported  by  8C  percent  of  the  young  men,  in  contrast  to  an  average  re- 
ceipt of  $299  reported  by  57  percent  of  the  young  women.   Seventy  per- 
cent of  the  young  men  and  46  percent  of  the  young  women  reported  oppor- 
tunity to  obtain  employment  away  from  home  at  the  time  interviewed. 

When  it  is  considered  that  these  data  wore  collected  in  the 
spring  of  1934  while  the  depression  Y/as  near  its  height,  the  large  num- 
ber of  young  people  reporting  income  received  from  employment  away  from 
home  and  continued  opportunity  for  such  employment  would  seem  to  indi- 
cate that  in  the  areas  covered  by  the  study  rural  young  people  were  not 
being  deprived  of  reasonable  opportunities  for  remunerative  occupations 
for  that  part  of  their  time  not  required  for  school  and  home  duties. 

The  average  money  income  from  all  sources  of  all  young  men  inter- 
viewed, whether  reporting  such  cash  income  or  not,  was  $246,  being  $112 
for  the  16-17  year  groxip,  $264  for  the  18-20  year  group,  and  $378  for 
the  21—25  year  group.   In  the  case  of  all  young  women  interviewed  the 
average  money  income  from  all  sources  was  $183,  varying  from  $76  for  the 
16-17  year  olds  to  $177  for  the  18-20  and  $407  for  the  21-25  year  groups. 

It  is  also  interesting  to  note  the  frequency  with  which  the  vary- 
ing amounts  of  total  earnings  were  reported  (figure  2).   Five  young  men 
and  one  young  woman  earned  $1,000  or  more  each.   Twenty-one  young  men 
and  12  young  women  reported  between  $5CC  and  $1,C00  earned.   Fifty-eight 
young  men  and  20  young  women  earned  between  $200  and  $500  each.   Sixty- 
two  young  men  and  58  young  women  earned  less  than  $100. 

In  addition  to  the  money  income  from  work  done  at  home  and  away 
from  home,  and  from  allowances  and  gifts,  many  of  the  young  people  had 
their  food,  lodging,  and  clothes  provided.   On  the  whole,  therefore,  the 
young  people  studied  were  well  provided  for  from  the  standpoint  of  funds 
to  care  for  their  social  and  recreational  needs.   The  exact  use  to  which 
the  money  income  was  put  will  be  discussed  later. 
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2  -  Frequency  distribution  of  money  income  of  young  people 
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TASKS  PERFORMED  AWAY  EROM  HOLE  TO  EARN  MONEY 

Nearly  two  fifths  of  the  young  men,  reporting  income  from  employ- 
ment array  from  home,  worked  on  nearby  farms.   One  sixth  reported  road 
work,  one  eighth  work  in  a  mill,  and  one  eleventh  day  labor.   Other 
kinds  of  employment  reported  by  a  substantial  number  include  clerk,  me- 
chanic, carpenter,  C.W.A.  project,  and  truck  driving.   In  the  case  of 
the  young  women  employed  away  from  home,  the  variety  of  kinds  of  work 
was  more  limited  than  for  the  young  men  (table  9).   General  housework 
was  reported  by  22  percent,  12  percent  reported  office  work,  and  11  per- 
cent mill  work.   Six  percent  of  the  young  women  taught  school.   The  same 
percentage  reported  caring  for  children  of  neighbors,  probably  on  an 
hourly  basis. 

USES  OE  MONEY  INCOME 

The  purchase  of  clothing  was  one  of  the  most  important  uses  to 
which  young  people  put  the  money  earned,  being  reported  "by  95  percent  of 
the  young  women  and  by  85  percent  of  the  young  men  (table  10).   These 
percentages  were  nearly  the  some  for  all  three  age  groups.   An  equally 
common  use  of  money  income  was  for  amusement,  such  use  of  money  being 
mentioned  by  88  percent  of  the  young  women  and  91  percent  of  the  young 
men.   Again  age  appears  to  have  had  little  influence  upon  the  percentage 
using  their  earnings  for  such  purposes. 

The  third  most  common  use  of  the  money  earned  was  to  purchase 
gifts  for  others,  79  percent  of  the  young  women  and  62  percent  of  the 
young  men  reporting  such  use,  there  being  little  difference  betv^een  the 
age  groups.   Slightly  more  than  one  third  of  the  young  people  reported 
that  part  of  their  earnings  were  used  for  savings  and  investments. 
Again  the  proportion  was  quite  similar  for  all  three  age  groups,  and  for 
both  young  men  and  women. 

As  would  he  expected  the  percentage  of  young  people  using  income 
to  pay  for  board  and  room  increased  with  increased  age  varying  from  13.5 
percent  for  the  16-17  year  old  young  men  to  41.9  percent  of  the  young 
men  21-25  years  of  age,  and  from  4.2  percent  of  the  young  women  16-17 
years  of  age  to  45.8  percent  of  those  in  the  21-25  year  group. 

Expenses  incident  to  the  operating  of  an  automobile  were  reported 
by  33.5  percent  of  the  young  men  and  by  8  percent  of  the  young  women. 
These  percentages  were  much  higher  for  the  21-25  year  groups  than  for 
the  16-17  year  groups.   Nearly  26  percent  of  the  young  women  and  15  per- 
cent of  the  young  men  xised  part  of  their  income  to  finance  additional 
education.   These  percentages  were  quite  similar  for  all  age  groups. 
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LIFE  INSURANCE  AND  PROPERTY  OWNED 

Bank  accounts  were  somewhat  more  common  among  the  16-17  year  olds 
than  with  the  18-20  or  21-25  year  old  young  people.   The  percentages  re- 
porting hank  accounts  for  the  three  age  groups  respectively  were  57.7, 
46.7,  and  37.2  for  the  young  men,  and  62.5,  55. C,  and  45.8  for  the  young 
women  (table  10).   Nearly  41  percent  of  the  young  men  and  34  percent  of 
the  young  women  carried  life  insurance.   Approximately  36  percent  of  the 
young  men  and  28  percent  of  the  young  women  reported  ownership  of  farm 
and  home  equipment  of  various  kinds,  these  percentages  being  much  higher 
for  the  21-25  year  groups  than  for  the  younger  groups.   Nearly  21  per- 
cent of  the  young  men  and  11  percent  of  the  young  women  owned  livestock, 
while  71  percent  of  the  young  men  and  25  percent  of  the  young  women  re- 
ported property  other  than  livestock  and  equipment  owned. 

VOCATIONAL  INTERESTS 

That  they  liked  to  live  in  the  country  was  the  opinion  held  by 
94  percent  of  the  young  men  and  89  percent  of  the  young  women,  the  pro- 
portions being  practically  the  same  for  all  three  age  groups  (table  ll). 
That  farming  would  be  satisfactory  as  life  work  was  indicated  by  34  per- 
cent of  the  young  men  and  nearly  19  percent  of  the  young  women.   Here 
again,  the  question  of  age  of  the  young  people  interviewed  seems  to  have 
little  influence  upon  the  percentage  who  like  farm  life. 

From  the  preceding  percentages  it  is  evident  that  many  more  young 
people  like  to  live  in  the  country  than  like  farming  as  a  life  work. 
The  percentages  also  indicate  that  no  large  percentage  of  the  young 
people  living  in  the  country  are  particularly  dissatisfied  because  of 
lack  of  opportunity  to  join  the  ranks  of  city  dwellers. 

Of  the  young  people  who  expect  to  follow  some  other  occupation 
than  farming  as  a  life  career  many  did  not  have  a  very  clear  idea  of 
what  they  might  do.   Secretarial  and  general  office  work  and  teaching 
school  were  the  two  occupations  most  frequently  mentioned  by  the  young 
women.   Work  as  a  mechanic  was  the  only  occupation  mentioned  by  more 
than  5  percent  of  the  young  men. 

MEMBERSHIP  IN  ORGANIZATIONS 

Nearly  80  percent  of  all  the  young  people  interviewed  were  at  the 
time  of  the  survey  or  had  been  previously  affiliated  with  some  organiza- 
tion (table  12),  the  proportion  being  approximately  the  same  for  both 
young  women  and  young  men.   The  16-17  year  old  groups  showed  the  highest 
percentage  of  membership,  and  the  18-20  year  old  group  the  lowest. 
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Of  the  organizations  affiliated  with,  4-H  clubs  led,  52.7  percent 
of  the  young  Viromen  and  43.5  percent  of  the  young  men  reporting  present 
or  past  membership.   The  highest  percentage  of  4-H  club  membership  was 
among  the  16-17  year  olds.   Slightly , more  than  one  fourth  of  all  the 
young  people  interviewed  were  members  of  the  Grange  (Patrons  of  Husband- 
ry).  In  the  ca.se  of  the  young  men,  the  age  group  having  the  highest 
percentage  of  Grange  members  was  the  16-17  year  olds  with  32.7  percent 
members.   In  the  case  of  the  young  women  the  highest  percentage  of 
Grange  members  was  found  in  the  21-25  year  group.   Less  than  2  percent 
of  the  young  men  were  members  of  other  farm  organizations  and  less  than 
1  percent  of  the  young  women  belonged  to  a  home  demonstration  group. 

Of  the  other  organizations  mentioned,  Boy  or  Girl  Scouts  numbered 
among  their  membership  or  past  membership  approximately  21  percent  of 
the  young  men  and  12  percent  of  the  young  women.   Nearly  17  percent  of 
the  young  men  and  nearly  10  percent  of  the  young  women  were  affiliated 
with  Christian  Endeavor  and  12  percent  of  all  the  young  people  belonged 
to  a  church.   Nine  percent  of  the  young  men  were  at  one  time  members  of 
an  athletic  association  or  club,  8  percent  were  members  of  the  Y.M.C.A. , 
and  6  percent  Future  Farmers  of  America.   Only  abou.t  3  percent  of  the 
young  women  had  ever  belonged  to  an  athletic  club.       .  ; 

That  some  office  or  other  position  of  leadership  had  been  held 
in  one  or  more  of  the  organizations  with  which  affiliated  was  reported 
by  20  percent  of  the  young  men  and  nearly  35  percent  of  the  young- women, 
the  percentage  being  greatest  i.n  the  21-25  year  group  in  both  cases. 

;  SOCIAL  ACTIVITIES  ATTENDED    i 

That  the  young  people  included  in  the  study  did  not  lack  for 
social  activities  of  a  diversified  character  is  clearly  indicated  by 
tables  13a,  13b,  and  13c.   An  average  attendance  at  church  activities  of 
26  times  per  year  was  reported  by  86  percent  of  all  young  people.   While 
a  somewhat  smaller  percentage  of  the  21-25  year  olds  than  of  the  two 
younger. groups  participated  in  church  activities,  the  average  number  of 
times  in  attendance  per  year  was  somewhat  higher  for  the  oldest  group  of 
both  young  men  and  young  women. 

Attendance  at  movies  or  the  theater  was  reported  by  93  percent  of 
the  young  people  who  averaged  to  attend  28  times  per  year.   The  percent- 
age of  young  people  in  such  attendance  .and  the  average  number  of  times 
in  attendance  were  quite  uniform  for  all  age  groups  and  for  both  young 
men  and  young  women. 

Sixty-four  percent  of  the  young  men  reported  attending  dances  26 
times  during  the  year  as  compared  to  75  percent  of  the  young  women  who 
averaged  to  go  to  22  dances  during  the  year.   Age  seems  to  have  had  lit- 
tle bearing  upon  attendance  at  dances. 
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Parties  were  somewhat  more  popular  with  young  women  than  with 
young  men  -  84  percent  of  the  former  attended  an  average  of  IS  parties 
as  compared  to  an  average  of  13  parties  attended  "by  74  percent  of  the 
latter.   Slightly  more  than  one  fourth  of  the  young  people  reported  at- 
tending an  average  of  16  Grange  meetings  during  the  year.   Extension 
meetings  apparently  either  were  not  held  in  large  numbers,  or  did  not 
appeal  to  the  young  people  in  the  areas  studied  for  only  3  percent  of 
the  young  people  reported  attendance  at  such  meetings.   In  addition  to 
the  social  activities  mentioned  above,  attendance  at  other  social  activ- 
ities was  reported  by  73  percent  of  the  young  women  and  by  82  percent  of 
the  young  men. 

Considering  all  social  activities  the  young  women  reported  par- 
ticipating in  an  average  of  102  such  events  during  the  year,  as  compared 
to  an  average  of  32  for  the  young  men.   The  variation  in  attendance  at 
social  activities  is  brought  out  "by  figure  3  which  indicates  that  24 
young  men  and  22  young  women  attended  150  or  more  social  activities 
whereas  42  young  men  and  21  young  women  attended  less  than  50  social 
activities.   Less  than  .5  percent  of  the  young  people  reported  no  at- 
tendance at  meetings  of  a  social  nature  during  the  12-month  period. 

These  data  would  indicate  that  the  average  young  person  of  the 
age  groups  studied  went  to  church  or  to  the  Grange  once  per  week,  and  in 
addition  averaged  to  attend  the  movies,  or  a  dance  or  party,  each  week 
throughout  the  entire  year. 

That  ample  opportunity  was  available  to  associate  with  other 
young  people  of  the  same  age  was  the  opinion  of  81  percent  of  the  young 
women  and  89  percent  of  the  young  men,  which  is  not  surprising  under 
these  circumstances.   The  use  of  an  automobile  to  attend  social  gather- 
ings was  reported  by  60  percent  of  the  young  men  and  32  percent  of  the 
young  women,  the  percentages  in  both  cases  being  much  higher  for  the 
older  than  for  the  younger  age  groups. 

The  short  distance  it  was  necessary  for  the  young  people  to  go  to 
reach  social  and  recreational  facilities  was  undoubtedly  an  important 
factor  af fee ting  participation  in  such  activities.   On  the  average,  the 
young  people  interviewed  lived  but,  2.5  rr.il©s  from  a  so^ia.1  center. 

It  is  difficult  to  see  how  much  can  be  done  in  providing  greater 
opportunities  for  social  contacts,  other  than  in  the  direction  of  im- 
proving the  quality  of  those  now  provided  where  necessary. 

BEADING,  MUSIC,  ATHLETICS,  AND  HOBBIES 

Thirty-five  percent  of  the  young  men  and  46  percent  of  the  young 
women  interviewed  played  some  kind  of  a  musical  instrument. 
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About  9  percent  more  of  the  young  women  than.  of.  the  young  men  re- 
por.te„<i_  leisure..:  tii7ia..d©vote^."-ter-  reading  -  :9"9"'pe'r  c'e'ift'"  as  "compared  to  90 
percent  (table  14).   The  young  women  reporting  also  averaged  to  spend 
more  time  reading  than  did  the  young  men  -  9  hours  per  week  as  compared 
to  6.7  hours. 

Table  14  ~  Character  of  material  read  and  time  devoted  to  reading 


Item 


Percentage  reporting  on 
character  of  material 
read 

Percentage  of  those 
reporting  who  read: 

Newspapers  

Magazines  

Piction  

Uonfiction  

Average  number  of  hours 
per  week  spent  in  read- 
ing by  those  reporting. 


The  athletic  activities  of  most  interest  to  the  young  men  were 
swimming,  baseball,  hunting,  skating,  and  fishing  (table  15).   The  ac- 
tivities of. greatest  interest  to  the  young  women,  listed  in  descending 
order  of  importance,  were  swimming,  hiking,  skating,  baseball,  tennis, 
and  basketball. 

Approximately  78  percent  of  the  young  women  and  68  percent  of  the 
young  men  reported  one  or  more  hobbies.   Hand  work,  sewing,  "reading, 
music,  and  gardening  were  reported  as  hobbies  by  5  percent  or  more  of 
the  young  women.   The  hobbies  reported  by  as  many  as  5  percent  of  the 
young  men  include  mechanical  work,  music,  collecting  stamps,  reading, 
fishing,  and  handicraft.   The  wide  range  of  hobby  interests  is  indicated 
by  the  fact  that  43  different  hobbies  were  reported  by  only  one  person 
each. 

PROBLEMS  OP  RURAL  YOUNG  PEOPLE 


One  of  the  important  purposes  of  the  study  was  to  ascertain  what 
the  young  people  themselves  consider  their  most  pressing  problems.   To 
facilitate  this  a  short  check  list  of  problems  peculiar  to  the  age 
groups  being  studied  was  employed  and  the  young  people  interviewed  were 
asked  to  rate  these  and  other  problems  which  might  be  added,  as  to  their 
relative  importance. 
2C8-36 
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Table  15  -  Percentage  of  young  people  interested  in  athletic  activities 

and  the  extent  of  participation. 


Young  men 


Activity 


-Little  Some- 


Baseball  15.3 


Basketball 


Football 


Hiking 


4.1 


21.2 


8.8 


4.7    0,4 


Hunting  . 
Pishing  . 
Skating  . 
Hockey  . . 
Swimming 
Tennis  . . 


1.8 


7.6 


5.9 


5.3 


0.6 


0.6 


2.4 


7.C 


18:2 


17.6 


14.7 


1.8 


Much, 


17.6 


4.7 


4.1 


ft. 5 


23.5 


14.7 


20.6 


4.7 


14.1  53.5 


5.3 


1.2 


Young  women 
1 


.Little  I  Some 


7.1 


6.2 


2.7 


5.4 


0.9 


ll.fi 


14.3 
8.9 

21.4 
0.9 
8.9 

17.8 

21.4 
12.5 


.Much 


10.7 
10.7 

39.3 

4.5 
28.6 

53.6 
4.5 


Total 


Little 


12.8 
5.3 
2.8 
3.5 

4.6 
4.6 
5.3 
0.7 
3.9 
6.0 


Some 


18.4 


5.7 
12.8 
11.3 
14.2 
16.0 

1.1 
17. C 

8.2 


Much 


14.9 


7.1 

2.5 
19.5 
14.2 
10.6 
23.8 

2.8 
53.5 

2.5 


NOTE:   22  other  activities  were  listed  by  from  1  to  8  persons. 

Approximately  three  fifths  of  the  young  people  checked  the  prohlem 
of  earning, money  and  two  fifths  rated  this  problem  of  first  importance, 
the  percentage  being  only  slightly  higher  for  young  men  than  for  young 
women*   All  age  groups  were  about  equally  interested  in  this  problem. 
The  importance  attached  to  the  problem  is  natural  even  in  view  of  the 
large  percentage  of  young  people  earning  money  and  the  relatively  large 
amounts  of  money  so  earned  (tables  l^a,  16b,  and  16c,  figures  4  and  5). 

The  second  problem  from  the  standpoint  of  percentages  of  young 
people  checking  it  and  rating  it  of  first  importance  is  opportunity  to 
get  started  in  their  chosen  vocation.   Eifty-two  percent  of  the  young 
men  and  35  percent  of  the  young  women  checked  this  problem,  while  23  per- 
cent of  the  young  men  and  14  percent  of  the  young  women  rated  it  of  first 
importance.   Choice  of  vocation  comes  next  on  the  list,  being  rated  of 
first  importance  by  21  percent  of  the  young  men  and  by  11  percent  of  the 
young  women.   It  was  checked  as  a  problem  by  37  percent  of  the  young  men 
and  by  23  percent  of  the  young  women. 
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Figure  4  -  Most  important  problems  of  rural  young  men 


Problem 


Opportunity  to  earn 
money  


Opportunity  to  get 
started  in  vocation 


Choice  of  vocation 


Additional  education. 


Freedom  to  make  own 
decisions  


Opportunity  to  meet 
others  same  age  . 


Percentage  of  young  men  reporting 

15        30        45        60 


P5.9 

41.2 


51.8 


37.0 


39.4 
8.21H1 


13.5 
1.8 


11.2 
1.2 


_j 


: 


3 


Reporting  problem 


^Oj  Ranking  problem  of 
first  importance 
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Figure  5  -  Most  important  problems  of  rural  young  women 


Problem 


Percentage  of  young  women  reporting 

15        30  .      45        60 


Opportunity  to  earn 
money  . •-.  ;■".  , 


Opportunity  to  get 
started  in  vocation 


56.'2 
34.8 


34.8 

14.3 


3P.6 


B^^IM^r 


"1 


l^» 


Additional  education  ....(13.4 


Opportunity  to  meet 
others  same  age  . 


Choice  of  vocation 


Freedom  to  make  own 
decisions  ........ 


•      f      •      0 


femur 


28 .  ff 

11.6 


13.4 


nnr 


i"mnr 


_j. 


_i. 


a 


.      3.6,fc 


TW\T  ~-— 


I  ■   .  I  Reporting  problem 


SM  Ranking  problem  of 
first  importance 


*~ 
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The  obtaining  of  additional  educational  training  was  mentioned 
as  a  problem  "by  39  percent  of  the  young  men  and  37  percent  of  the  young 
women.   However,  only  13  percent "of  the  young  women  and  8  percent  of  the 
young  men  considered  it  of  primary  importance. 

From  the  information  on  participation  in  social  activities 
(tables  13a,  13b,  and  13c)  one  would  not  expect  the  problem  of  oppor-        p 
tunity  to  meet  others  of  the  same  age  to  loom  large  in  importance.   How- 
ever, nearly  29  percent  of  the  young  women  and  11  percent  of  the  young 
men  mentioned  it,  and  12  percent  of  the  young  women  and  1  percent  of  the 
young  men  gave  it  first  rank:  of  importance. 

The  young  people  studied  do  not  seem  to  feel  restricted  by  adults 
with  regard  to  making  decisions  relating  to  themselves,  for  but  14  per- 
cent of  the  young  people  checked  this  problem  and  less  than  4  percent  of 
the  young  women  and  2  percent  of  the  young  men  placed  it  first  in  im- 
portance. 

In  only  a  few  instances  were  problems  in  addition  to  the  above 
list  mentioned  by  the  young  people,  and  those  mentioned  were  for  the 
most  part  variations  of  the  problems  which  have  been  discussed. 

INTEREST  IN  FORMING  GROUP  TO  STUDY  PROBLEMS 

In  response  to  the  question,  Would  you  be  interested  in  joining 
with  other  young  people  of  the  same  age  to  consider  common  problems?, 
86  percent  of  the  young  people  replied  in  the  affirmative.   This  per- 
centage figure  was  slightly  higher  for  the  young  women  than  for  the 
young  men  -  also  slightly  higher  for  the  16-17  year  old  young  people 
than  for  the  two  older  groups  (tables  17a,  17b,  and  17c,  figures  6 
and  7 ) .  •  • 

Again  the  young  people  were  furnished  with  a  short  list  of  sug- 
gested interest  topics  and  asked  to  rate  these  and  others  which  might  be 
added  as  to  their  relative  importance.   As  would  be  expected  the  ratings 
of  the  young  men  and  the  young  women  were  quite  different.   The  ratings 
of  the  three  age  groups  were  not  as  different  as  might  be  expected. 
That  they  were  interested  in  studying  successful  farming  was  reported  by 
39  percent  of  the  young  men  (table  17b).   Next  in  order  of  percentage 
reporting  is  general  problems  of  agriculture,  38  percent;  followed  by 
social  activities,  37  percent;  music,  31  percent;  vocational  opportuni- 
ties, 2C  percent;  public  problems,  19  percent;  auto  mechanics,  18  per- 
cent; dramatics,  1£  percent;  and  public  speaking  and  literature,  about 
13  percent  each. 

The  interests  ranked  first  in  importance  by  the  young  men  were 
music,  16  percent;  successful  farming,  15  percent;  general  problems  of 
agriculture,  11  percent;  vocational  opportunities  and  public  problems,       * 
9  percent  each;  auto  mechanics,  7  percent;  and  dramatics  and  social  ac- 
tivities, 5  percent  each. 
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Figure  6  -Rural  young  men  interested  in  forming  a  group 

to  consider  common  problems 


Type  of  interest 


Percentage  of  young  men  reporting 
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Figure  7  -Rural  young  women  interested  in  forming  a  group 

to  consider  common  problems 


Type  of  interest 


Percentage  of  young  women  reporting 
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Interest  in  sports  declined  with  added  age  while  interest  in 
public  problems  increased  with  age. 

The  interests  reported  by  the  largest  percentage  of  young  women 
were:   Social  activities,  57  percent;  homemaking  problems,  50  percent; 
music,  41  percent;  dramatics,  31  percent;  vocational  opportunities,  27 
percent;  and  literature,  14  percent.   Only  7  percent  of  the  young  women 
were  interested  in  public  problems  and  but  6  percent  in  public  speaking 
(table  17c). 

Homemaking  problems  and  music  shared  the  honors  for  importance, 
each  being  ranked  of  first  importance  by  22  percent  of  the  young  women. 
Other  interests  ranked  first  were  vocational  opportunities,  IP  percent; 
social  activities,  13  percent;  dramatics,  9  percent;  and  literature,  4 
percent.   Less  than  1  percent  of  the  young  women  ranked  public  problems 
of  first  importance,  while  not  one  of  the  young  women  gave  public  speak- 
ing a  rating  of  first  importance. 

Vocational  opportunities  seemed  to  be  of  much  more  interest  to 
16-17  year  old  young  women  than  to  either  of  the  older  age  groups,  while 
importance  attached  to  dramatics  was  much  less  for  the  youngest  age 
groups. 

SUMMARY 

This  study  presents  information  relating  to  the  situations,  prob- 
lems, and  interests  of  170  unmarried  young  men  and  112  unmarried  young 
women  living  in  five  rural  townships  of  Connecticut.   Thirty-five  per- 
cent of  the  young  people  were  1P-17  years  of  age,  41  percent  18-20  years 
of  age,  and  24  percent  21-25  years  of  age.   Nine  tenths  of  the  young 
people  lived  on  farms  and  the  remainder  in  the  open  country. 

Dairying  is  the  principal  source  of  farm  income  in  the  areas 
studied,  being  supplemented  by  poultry  and  small  acreages  of  cash  crops 
such  as  potatoes,  other  vegetables,  orchards,  and  small  fruits. 

Buildings  now  on  the  farms  are  sufficient  to  care  for  a  50-per- 
cent increase  in  dairy  cows  and  a  200-percent  increase  in  the  number  of 
hens  now  being  kept.   Present  land  and  buildings  would  permit  of  sub- 
stantial increases  in  volume  of  farm  business  through  the  growing  of 
more  intensive  crops  and  the  keeping  of  more  livestock,  should  loss  of 
opportunities  for  employment  in  nearby  cities  or  other  conditions  make 
it  necessary  or  desirable  for  more  of  the  young  people  to  turn  to  agri- 
culture as  a  source  of  living.   The  average  size  of  the  present  farm 
homes,  nine  rooms,  would  in  a  large  number  of  instances  permit  of  re- 
modeling to  care  for  another  farm  family  without  expensive  new  construc- 
tion.  Punning  water  in  the  home  is  a  convenience  enjoyed  by  44  percent 
of  the  young  people  interviewed,  a  bathroom  by  23  percent,  electric 
lights  by  46  percent,  telephone  by  53  percent,  and  radios  by  72  percent. 
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Seventy-six  percent  of  the  young  men  and  46  percent  of  the  young 
women  were  not  attending  school  at  the  time  of  interview.   The  young  men 
out  of  school  averaged  to  have  completed  about  1.6  years  of  high  school, 
and  the  .young  women  aoout  2.3  years  of  high  school. 

*?'  Further  schooling  was  definitely  planned'  for  "by  15  percent  of  all 

young  men  and  by  31  percent  of  all  young  women  including  those  still  in 
school.  Appro :dmately  9  percent  of  all  young  men  had  taken  an  average 
of  1.5  years  of  agriculture  and  approximately  34  percent  of  all  young 
women  had  taken  an  average  of  1  year  of  home  economics  in  high  school. 

The  average  money  income  from  all  sources  of  all  the  young  men 
interviewed  was  $246  and  of  the  young  women  $183.  When  it  is  considered 
that  31  percent  of  the  young  men  were  16-17  years  of  age  of  whom  52  per- 
cent were  in  school,  that  43  percent  of  the  young  women  were-  16*17  years 
of  age  of  whom  85  percent  were  in  school,  and  that  many  of  the  y^ung 
people  had  part  or  all  of  their  food,  lodging,  and  clothing  provided  "by 
parents,  it  would  appear  that  the  young  people  studied  had  reasonably 
ample  funds  to  care  for  social  and  recreational  activities. 

Work  on  nearby  farms,  on  the  road,  in  a  mill,  and  as  a  day  labor- 
er were  kinds  of  employment  reported  hy  10  percent  or  more  of  the*  young 
men  earning  money  away  from  home.   The"  young  women  earning  money  from 
activities  away  from  home  were  employed  principally  in  house  work,  in  a 
mill  or  office,  or  in  teaching  school. 

The  purchase  of  clothes,  amusements,  gifts  for  others,  hoard  and 
room,  education,  and  automobile  expenses  were  the  most  common  uses  of 
the  money  earned,  reported  hy  the  young  people.   Fifty-one  percent  of 
the  young  people  reported  bank  accounts  and  38  percent  life  insurance 
carried.   Ownership  of  equipment  was  reported  by  33  percent,  of  live- 
stock by  17  percent,  and  other  property  by  53  percent  of  the  youQg  peo- 
ple studied.   Seventy  percent  of  the  young  men  and  46  percent  of  the 
young  women  reported  opportunity  for  employment  away  from  home  at  the 
time  of  the  interview  indicating  that  in  May  and  June  1934,  during  the 
worst  of  the  depression,  these  rural  youth  were  finding  a  reasonably 
ample  amount  of  remunerative  work. 

Approximately  nine  tenths  of  both  the  young  women  and  the  young 

men  interviewed  stated  that  they  liked  to  live  in  the  open  country. 

About  one  third  of  the  young  men  and  one  fifth  of  the  young  women  would 
like  to  farm  as  their  life  work. 

Nearly  80  percent  of  the  young  men  and  women  included  in  the 
study  either  were  members  of  or  had  previously  been  affiliated  with  some 
_      organization,  those  most  frequently  reported  being  4-H  clubs,  the  Grange, 
Boy  or  Girl  Scouts,  and  Christian  Endeavor.   While  only  12  percent  of 
the  young  people  reported  church  membership,  86  percent  attended  church 
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activities.   Some  office  or  other  position  of  leadership  in  one  or  more 
of  the  organizations. 'affiliated  with'^was"  reported  by  J3Q  percent  of  the 
young  men  and  nearly;  35  percent'  of-  the  young  women. 

Approximately  twice-a-week  was.  the  average  for  all  the  young 
people  interviewed  for  attendance  at  church  activities,  movies,  dances, 
parties,  Grange  meetings,  and  other  social  activities.   About  one  half 
of  the  young  people  had  access  to  an  automobile  for  use  in  attending 
social  gatherings. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  young  people  themselves  their  most  impor- 
tant problems  are  opportunity  to  earn  money,  to  choose  a  vocation  or  to 
get  started  in  a  vocation,  to  obtain  additional  education,  and  to  meet 
others  of  the  same."  age.  The  last  mentioned  was  apparently  a  more  dif- 
ficult problem  for  the  young  women  than  for  the  young  men.  Freedom  to 
make  their  own  decisions  was  a  significant  problem  with  less  than  3  per- 
cent of  the  young  people.  ' 

More  than  7  out  of  8  of  the  young'  people  interviewed  stated  that 
they  would  like  to  meet  with  others'  of  the  same  age  to  discuss  common 
problems  and  interests. 

Types  of  interests  considered  of  greatest  importance  for  group 
consideration  by  the  young  men ; are:  Music,  successful  farming,  general 
problems  of  agriculture,  vocational  opportunities,  public  problems,  and 
auto  mechanics.   The  young  women  were  most  interested  in  considering  to- 
gether such  matters  as:   Homemaking,  music,  vocational  opportunities, 
social  activities,  and  dramatics.' 


ONCLUSIONS 


The  amount  of  money  income,  the  extent  of  participation  in  social 
activities,  and  other  information  relating  to  the  young  people  inter- 
viewed present  a  far  from  drab  picture  of  rural  youth.   However,  it  is 
well  to  remember  that  these  young  people  are  not  particularly  concerned 
with  cpmparisons  with  youth  in  remote  rural  sections  of  the  country,  but 
in  the  standards  of  young  people  in  the  nearby  industrial  centers. 

With  a  large  percentage  of  young  people  16  and  17  years  of  age 
still  in  school,  the  problem  of  outlining  an  extension  program  for  rural 
youth  out  of  school  in  Connecticut  should  be  designed  primarily  for 
young  people  18  years  of  age  and  older. 

The  need  for  additional  training  for  farming  and  life  in  the  open 
country  for  the  young  men  and  for  homemaking  for  the  young  women  would 
seem  to  he  indicated  by  the  relatively  small  percentages  taking  agricul- 
ture or  home  economics  in  high  school  and  the  short  time  spent  in  sxich 
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courses.   The  young  men  out  of  school  averaged  to  attend  high  school  hut 
1.6  years  while  the  young  women  out  of  school  remained  in  high  school 
about  2.3  years. 

Further  indication  of  the  need  of  these  rural  young  people  for 
further  training  in  agriculture  and  homemaking  is  the  large  percentage 
expressing  an  interest  in  joining  a  group  to  discuss  successful  fanning, 
problems  of  agriculture,  and  homemaking  problems. 

The  many  young  people  still  uncertain  as  to  the  occupation  to 
enter  upon  combined  with  the  interest  in  problems  relating  to  choice  of 
vocation  and  getting  started  in  a  vocation  would  seem  to  point  to  a  need 
for  vocational  guidance. 

Both  additional  training  and  assistance  in  finding  a  satisfactory 
place  in  society  contribute  to  that  natural  desire  to  increase  their 
earnings  expressed  by  the  young  people  of  both  sexes. 

The  extent  of  the  present  participation  of  young  people  in  social 
activities  suggests  that  the  extension  program  outlined  for  these  young 
people  does  not  need  to  emphasize  particularly  social  and  recreational 
facilities.  However,  the  expressed  interest  of  these  young  people  in 
music,  dramatics,  and  social  activities  would  seem  to  indicate  that  op- 
portunity to  mingle  with  others  of  both  sexes  would  be  an  important  ad- 
junct of  an  educational  program. 

Accustomed  to  exercising  leadership  in  the  organizations  to  which 
they  belong,  it  seems  likely  that  young  people  themselves  can  supply 
much  of  the  local  leadership  required  in  connection  with  whatever  exten- 
sion program  is  devised  for  them. 

It  is  doubtful  if  the  number  of  unmarried  young  people,  18  years 
of  age  and  older,  now  living  in  any  one  of  the  five  rural  townships  sur- 
veyed, would  be  sufficient  to  adequately  support  a  new  organization  of 
young  people  above  the  4-H  club  age.   It  would,  therefore,  seem  advis- 
able to  develop  organization  units  designed  to  serve  the  young  people  of 
two  or  more  townships  grouped  according  to  similarity  of  local  problems 
and  social  interests.   The  larger  units  would  insure  greater  choice  of 
activity  and  wider  social  contacts  and  at  the  same  time  provide  for  mass 
attack  on  common  problems. 

The  success  of  the  4-H  club  program  in  enrolling  47  percent  of 
the  young  people  interviewed  suggests  that  an  extension  program  espe- 
cially designed  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  older  out-of-school 
group  who  have  not  as  yet  set  up  homes  of  their  own  might  find  a  ready 
response  among  the  young  people  included  in  this  study. 
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